THE HOL Y ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. ix. i A disgraceful contest between three claimants of the
; papal chair had shocked even the reckless apathy of
j Italy. Henry deposed them all, and appointed their
: successor : he became hereditary patrician, and wore
constantly the green mantle and circlet of gold which
were the badges of that office, seeming, one might think,
to find in it some further authority than that which the
imperial name conferred. The synod passed a decree
granting to Henry the right of nominating the supreme
pontiff; and the Roman priesthood, who had forfeited
the respect of the world even more by habitual simony
j than by the flagrant corruption of their manners, were
i forced to receive German after German as their bishop,
! at the bidding of a ruler so powerful, so severe, and
! so pious. But Henry's encroachments alarmed his own
nobles no less than the Italians, and the reaction, which
j might have been dangerous to himself, was fatal to his
! successor. A mere chance, as some might call it, deter-
j mined the course of history. The great Emperor died
' suddenly in A.D. 1056, and a child was left at the helm,
! while storms were gathering that might have demanded
j the wisest hand.